"Evangelism and Effective Prayer Are Built Into Marital Roles"
1 Peter 3:1-7
Pastor Robert Brandhagen
The Purpose (Why did God write this?): To instruct wives and husbands regarding marital roles, reasons for
those roles, and a woman's true beauty.

I. Wives: Arrange Yourself Under Your Husband to Win Him Over
1

Wives, in the same way submit yourselves to your own husbands so that, if any of them do not believe
the word, they may be won over without words by the behavior of their wives, 2when they see the purity
and reverence of your lives. 3Your beauty should not come from outward adornment, such as elaborate
hairstyles and the wearing of gold jewelry or fine clothes.
Isaiah 3:16-26
4

Rather, it should be that of your inner self, the unfading beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is of
great worth in God’s sight.
Matt 11:29
5

For this is the way the holy women of the past who put their hope in God used to adorn themselves. They
submitted themselves to their own husbands, 6like Sarah, who obeyed Abraham and called him her lord.
Gen 18:12
You are her daughters if you do what is right and do not give way to fear.

The wife's humble submission to her husband for the purpose of evangelism is matched by the husband's
honoring his wife for the purpose of prayer:

II. Husbands: Honor Wife As Fellow Heir, Lest God Turn Deaf Ear to Prayer
7

Husbands, in the same way be considerate as you live with your wives, and treat them with respect as the
weaker partner and as heirs with you of the gracious gift of life, so that nothing will hinder your prayers.

**********************************
The Sermon-in-a-Sentence: When wives follow their marital role it results in evangelism and involves much
beauty and no fear; when husbands follow their marital role it results in unhindered prayers.
The Big Question: Do you understand the spiritual and eternal implications of following God-given marital
roles?
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